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United States Attorney Carol C. Lam announced that Leopoldo B. Villanueva was arraigned today 

in federal court in San Diego by United States Magistrate Judge Louisa Porter on an indictment charging him 

with corruptly profiting from his employment as Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) contracting officer 

and with making false statements.  Villanueva entered a plea of not guilty to the charges.  

According to Assistant U.S. Attorney AnnaLou Tirol, who is prosecuting the case, Villanueva was 

employed by the DEA as a contracting officer from 1998 to 2004.  His duties and responsibilities involved 

negotiating, overseeing, and managing contracts with DEA vendors.  The indictment alleges that between 

June 2003 and February 2004, Villanueva personally received approximately $13,500 from Redline Towing, 

a DEA vendor whose contract Villanueva oversaw and managed.  As a result, Villanueva is charged with 

personally and substantially participating as a government officer in a matter in which he had a financial 

interest, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 208(a).  Villanueva is also charged with 



knowingly and willfully making false statements and representations on a United States Office of Government 

Ethics Form 450, Executive Branch Confidential Financial Disclosure Report, that he had no outside income 

or employment arrangements, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1001.  

Villanueva is scheduled to appear in court before the Honorable Roger T. Benitez, United States 

District Court Judge, on February 5, 2007, at 2:00 p.m. for a motion hearing. 

U.S. Attorney Lam praised the efforts of the Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General 

and the Drug Enforcement Administration Office of Professional Responsibility for their investigation of the 

case. 

DEFENDANT Case Number: 06cr2608-BEN 

Leopoldo B. Villanueva 

SUMMARY OF CHARGES 

Count One: Title 18, United States Code, Section 208(a) 
Count Two: Title 18, United States Code, Section 1001 

Maximum penalties (per count): Five years’ imprisonment 
$250,000 fine 
Three years’ supervised release 
$100 special assessment 

INVESTIGATING AGENCIES 

DOJ Office of Inspector General 
DEA Office of Professional Responsibility 

An indictment is not evidence that the defendant committed the crimes charged. The defendant is 
presumed innocent until the Government meets its burden in court of proving guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 


